POSTSCRIPT

room of which Hitler was proclaiming himself Schirmherr of
Bohemia and Moravia. Schirmherr, incidentally, means patron or
protector, but literally it might be translated umbrella-man, so
that if ever Prague regains its freedom I expect it will hold a
public bonfire of all umbrellas in the city.

Emil Hacha! Write him off, and form your opinion of him.
He was an old man, anyway, and an ill one, by the look of him.
I only mention him because of the part,he played that day and
the way he played it, and in order to give myself an excuse for
inviting you to consider what man in England might on a day
play the same part as Emil Hacha. You may have as many guesses
as you wish. I, for my part, can think of several likely candidates.

I ought to interpolate here a brief discussion of a once famous
phrase, cDo you want to fight for Czechoslovakia?3 One of the
first letters I found awaiting me on my return to England was
from a reader of this book who said 'I simply cannot understand
how you can work yourself into such a flap about a little tinpot
country like Czecho-Slovakia. No one is more ready to fight than
myself but not for a country I know nothing about and care less.
This country would be a great deal happier if it would keep its
fingers out of other countries' pies.'

Well, well. Once more, but I promise it is the last time, I
must try and explain. In Insanity Fair I wrote cCzecho-Slovakia
means you. If Czecho-Slovakia goes, that means more men and
more munitions to be used against you, more aeroplanes one day
over the south-east of England.'

It is a simple sum in arithmetic, and nevertheless, as the letter
I have quoted shows, people in England cannot add it up.

England is rearming to meet some imminent and deadly danger.
What danger? Germany. We are not strong enough to withstand
her alone; we can only withstand her if we have allies. Our War
Minister has stated that in a European war in which we take part
we shall send nineteen divisions to the Continental mainland.
Presumably to ensure the victory of the Policy of Appeasement
by Non-Intervention in the Sacred Right of Self-Extermination.

The Czecho-Slovak army had forty-two divisions.  If we had
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